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Saint John Lutheran Church, ELCA

Newsletter
Dear Friends,

By my count, twenty of the ELCA’s sixty-six bishops are women as a result of this summer’s round 
of synod assemblies.  One of those women is, of course, Elizabeth Eaton, the Presiding Bishop.  
Th e number of women serving as bishops in the church corresponds pretty closely now to the 
total number of ordained women on the ELCA’s roster of ministers (32%).  Th at percentage will 
continue to climb in the coming years, due in part to the fact that the numbers of women and 
men preparing for ministry at the ELCA’s seven seminaries are about equal.

In 2020 the ELCA will mark the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women by Lutherans in the 
United States.  At the time it was a bold step into God’s future, a step still not taken by so many 
Lutherans around the world.  Th e signifi cance of that single step is still unfolding in what may 
seem to be intolerably slow fashion, but revolutions move in and out of domestication.  

I think Egeria would be glad we took this step 50 years ago.  Anyone interested in the study of 
liturgy learns about this intrepid woman and her travel diary.  In a 2018 article for Th e Daily Beast 
entitled “Egeria, One of Christianity’s First Female Pilgrims, Was a Badass,” Candida Moss has 
this to say:

One Sunday in 381 A.D. a woman made her way up Mount Sinai. “Th e mountains,” 
she tells us, “are ascended with infi nite toil” because the path doesn’t rise gently like 
a spiral. So she, together with the priest and monks from a nearby monastery, had to 
go up on foot. Th ey couldn’t use donkeys like modern travelers to the Grand Canyon, 
and instead had to “climb straight up the whole way, as if up a wall.” She didn’t feel the 
pain of the journey, she reports, because she was eager to reach the spot where the Ten 
Commandments were given to Moses. When she reached the summit she found only a 
single church and a cave where, she was told, Moses had dwelled. Th e mountain was so 
holy, she tells us, that none of the monks or priests who lived nearby were permitted to 
live on its summit…

Egeria’s diary tracks the course of her three-year journey around the ancient Mediterranean. 
Egeria’s pilgrimage took her fi rst to Egypt and the many biblical sites located there, on 
through the desert to Sinai, home of famous celebrity monks, and then on to the Holy 
Land. According to the seventh-century Spanish monk Valerius, Egeria, despite her 
“female fragility,” climbed a number of mountains in the course of her journey: Nebo, 
Faran, Tabor, Eremus, and the mountain of Elijah. She was in other words, the fi rst 
recorded female mountaineer.

Later in her article, Moss says that “for Egeria the places she visited were almost the pop-up 
version of the Bible she kept with her… By walking in the footsteps of Moses and Jesus, she was 
stepping into the biblical story.” 

How she would rejoice to know that more and more women walk in the footsteps of Moses and 
Jesus as pastors and bishops!  

In Christ,  Don

(For more on Egeria, you might read Band of Angels: Th e Forgotten World of Early Christian Women 
by Kate Cooper and/or the new translation of Egeria’s travel diary with splendid introduction by 
Anne McGowan and Paul Bradshaw, Th e Pilgrimage of Egeria.)
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For some this beach scene is peaceful and relaxing. For others a picnic in the park with summer music 
is just what you desire. A bubbling brook or waterfall, the calm waters while fi shing on a pond, 
the hustle and bustle of a crowded beach, which speaks to you? I love the smell of a summer rainfall 
and the sound of my wind chimes when the wind is whipping. Whatever calls to you these summer 
months, remember God the Father is always there, knowing what you need, providing for your rest. 
Be mindful, thankful, and prayerful. 

RALLY DAY: MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sunday September 15th will be a day to not be missed!  

We begin at 9:30 AM for worship with Bishop James Hazlewood preaching.  

After the liturgy, we will welcome Enchanted Animal Parties of Groton, a mobile petting zoo, 
from 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM.  Th ey will be bringing  a menagerie of animals: baby goats, milking 
goats, baby bunnies, lambs, chickens, ducks, guinea pigs, chicks, and ducklings.  Children will 
learn how to hold, pet, and cuddle the animals. Th ey will also learn how to milk the goats! 

We will have a pot luck lunch followed by VeeBop’s Ice Cream Truck of Hudson for dessert! 

As part of “God’s work; our hands”, please help replenish the Maynard Backpack Project’s pantry 
with 15oz canned Chef Boyardee and 15oz canned peaches and pineapple. Th is drive will begin 
on September 8th and end on the 15th. 
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CALLING ALL 7/8TH GRADERS…

AND THEIR PARENTS

Confi rmation Kick-off Family Meeting 
on September 22nd at 5:30 PM.

ALL THINGS GUATEMALA 
Join us on Th ursday August 8th at 6:30 PM as we 
hear all about the service trip to Guatemala. We 
will have a meal of make your own tacos while the 
attendees share about their travels through photos, 
videos, and discussion. Be sure to sign up for the 
meal in the lounge, or use sign-up genius https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4ea8af23a3f58-
allthings

COFFEE MEETING WITH BRYN - AUGUST 4TH AT 10:30 AM 

Grab a cup of coffee during coffee hour and come learn all about Bryn’s adven-
ture in Madagascar with the Youth in Global Ministries Program.  We will hear 
all about what Bryn did in Madagascar for the past year as well as what her plans 
are for the future.
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“GOD’S WORK; OUR HANDS” 

September 8th -15th 

Help replenish the Maynard Backpack
Program for the fall! 

Please bring in 15oz Chef Boyardee Meals
And 15oz canned peaches and pineapple

        
Th ank You!    

    

ST. JOHN WELCOMES BEN PERRY AS DIRECTOR OF CHOIRS

Ben Perry begins his ministry among us as Director of Choirs later in August.  Ben will conduct the Adult Choir, 
the Handbell Choir, and develop children’s music.  Ben will introduce himself to the congregation in next month’s 
newsletter, but here is his bio from the website of Th e Boston Cecilia:

Ben Perry is a Master’s student of Choral Conducting at 
the Boston Conservatory at Berklee where he assistant 
conducts Women’s Choir, Chorale, and Conductor’s Choir. 
Ben earned his Bachelor’s degree in Vocal Performance 
from Utah Valley University where he studied both voice 
and conducting with Dr. Reed Criddle. During his studies 
at UVU Ben was the assistant conductor of the UVU 
Chamber Choir and the UVU Men’s Choir, both of which 
premiered his compositions. As a baritone, Ben has sung the 
roles of Papegeno from Mozart’s Die Zauberfl öte, Mercutio 
from Gounod’s Romeo et Juliette, Njegus from Lehár’s Th e 
Merry Widow, and Pilatus from Bach’s St. John Passion. Also 
a pianist and guitarist, he has accompanied UVU Choirs on 
international tours to Spain and Hawaii.
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Senior Ministry News
ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR JULY & AUGUST

On August 20, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “Waking Up White: and Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race" by Debby Irving.

Join us at the church at 11:00 AM on August 20, 2019 to socialize and stimulate your brain cells. All St. John seniors 
and their guests are welcome whether you are committed or just curious. No need to register in advance, but it is 
suggested that you read the book before you attend. Please contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net or 978-549-
3044 if you have any questions. 

On September 17, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “Where the Crawdads Sing” by 
Delia Owens.

SENIOR LUNCHEON NEWS 

Heritage Hall was rocking to the beat of the “Honkey-Tonk” Piano Guy on June 11. Gary Landgren has been a long 
time favorite performer at our Senior Luncheons.

A delicious meal of boneless barbecued chicken breast with baked potato, baked beans, and coleslaw was served to 60 
people. Original centerpieces of spring fl owers in beach sand pails, crafted by Suzanne Steinbach, graced the tables. 
Karen LaCure’s strawberry shortcake was a big hit. More than one senior thought we should have it every month, and 
one even suggested we should start with desert.

Our much appreciated volunteers are taking two months off , and our next luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 10. Th e reservation cut-off  date is noon, Tuesday, September 3. Our menu (subject to change) is pot roast, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, a vegetable and tossed salad. Can you provide centerpieces or desert? Th ere is a sign-up sheet 
on the Senior Bulletin Board which is outside Karen’s offi  ce.

SENIORS ON THE GO TO VISIT THE FRUITLANDS MUSEUMS

On Wednesday August 14, the Seniors on the Go plan to visit the Fruitlands Museums in Harvard, MA. Th e fi ve 
museums at Fruitlands managed by Th e Trustees have interesting and varied exhibits ongoing, as follows: 

Design in modern and Shaker furniture - compare Shaker with items from Lawrence and Eleanor Pamedo Bloedel 
farm in Williamstown, MA  
Pioneering collector, Clara Sears - Transcendentalist ephemera and Native American ceramics, installed by 
Providence-based visual artist Kirstin Lamb 
Permanent collection landscapes - Hudson River School 
Wilhelm Neusser exhibit - how the German-born visual artist’s work is infl uenced by 19-century landscapes
Esther Solondz exhibit - sculpture installation in the fi eld beside the Fruitlands Farmhouse
Shaker seeds, herbs, and medicinal plants - exhibit by New England Society of Botanical Artists, in the Wayside 
Community Gallery and the Shaker Offi  ce. 

Th e museums open at 10 AM, and a cafe lunch on the site runs from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM. Admission is $15 for 
adults, $12 for Seniors; Trustees members with ID are free. For those wishing to carpool, we plan to meet at the 
church at 10 AM and all meet at the museums at 10:30 AM. All St. John seniors and their guests are welcome. For 
carpooling and cafe reservations, please advise either Carolyn or Larry Sweeney (978-456-8418 or mussels@charter.
net if you are joining us. Please RSVP by Sunday August 11. For more information, see fruitlands.thetrustees.org



Miscellaneous News
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Rachel Florey Brad Allen      Brian           Bill Moldwin
Richard  Ruth Fields      Johnny                       Christopher Miller
David Donnelly June Parker      Brian Young         Trish Sarvela Leiva  
Lauren Rico    Fred Ripley     Brennan McGinnis     Paul Simeone    
Pat Quinn              Patricia Jolou   Andrea                      Charlotte McNeil 
Bob Fratto            John Duane      Ken Kanady              Rhonda Tibbetts 
Bob Eldredge         Jim Hansgate   Ron Rakowsky          Mary Potter

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:

OMISSION (WITH APOLOGIES TO IPPOLIT!) Congratulations!  Ippolit Matjucha, Jr. graduated from Lincoln 
Sudbury High School and will attend a post-graduate year at Bridgton Academy in Maine, playing soccer

BIBLE STUDY

Th e Bible Study group continues to meet on Th ursday mornings at 10:00.  Th e subject will be the scriptural references 
to the Devil and how we should approach understanding them.  Pastor Larsen invites those interested in the topic—
even if they missed some weeks—to join us in spirit by reading “Th e Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis.  Th e book 
is available—in print and electronic versions—for purchase through standard online sellers; and free pdf fi les can be 
easily found online as well.

2019 ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY 
 
Th e 15th Churchwide Assembly meets in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 5-10.  Th e churchwide assembly is the 
primary decision-making body of the ELCA, gathering this year under the theme “We Are Church.”  Th e assembly 
will act on a proposed social statement entitled “Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Lutheran Call to Action.”  It will also 
act on “A Declaration of Interreligious Commitment,” a statement of the ELCA’s understanding of interreligious 
relations.  

IN MEMORIAM

Our brother Fred Johnson died peacefully at age 85 on Monday, July 15.  A funeral service was held at Duvall Chapel 
at Newbury Court on Sunday, July 21.  Please remember Fred’s wife, Betty, as you pray for all who mourn.

Our sister Ginny Hershberger died in the company of her family at age 85 on Monday, July 29.  No plans for a 
service have been made at the time of this writing.  As we give thanks for Ginny’s life, please pray for all who grieve 
her passing.

SAVE THE DATES!

Back-to-back celebrations open the month of September at St. John. On Sunday, September 8, we welcome Pastor 
Emeritus Larry Wolff  as the guest preacher as we celebrate the 125th anniversary of the congregation. Th e following 
Sunday, September 15, Bishop James Hazelwood will preach as we celebrate Rally Day.  Th ere’s more information in 
this newsletter about these celebrations, and more will follow.  Mark your calendar!



 

Outreach Updates!Outreach Updates!
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Jen Adams, Larry Kivimaki, Nancy Haugsjaa, Barbara Weiblen, Robin Koskinen, & Ann Kirk

Summer is upon us and for many it is a time of rest and a break from routines. Here at St John, our 
congregation remains busy attending church services and Congregational Meetings, volunteering locally and 
globally and continuing to physically and fiscally support our neighbors at home and abroad. Hopefully, 
you all had a chance to attend and/or review the Outreach Report from the June Congregational Meeting 
to get a glimpse at our many initiatives over the past six months. If not, please let Robin know and she 
will be happy to forward the information presented at the meeting on to you. Below is a summary of 
summer activities presently taking place and slated to occur in coming months. As always, we thank the 
members of St John for your ongoing support and continued enthusiasm! 

June Service trip to Guatemala. Eight of our members traveled to Antigua, Guatemala on June 22nd.
For one week they worked hard volunteering at Jardin de Amor, a non profit, privately funded, non
affiliated school serving the needs of some of Guatemala’s poorest families. The school is located in
Santa Maria de Jesus and is committed to breaking the chains of poverty through education. Jardin de
Amor’s underlying goal is to promote and encourage the self improvement and self esteem of Santa
Maria de Jesus’ next generation so that they might achieve a better quality of life for themselves and
their families.

In addition to giving of their time at the school, the eight travelers carried and delivered 16 lap tops and
approximately 300 pounds of donated goods which included clothing, towels, school supplies, and
children’s games and sports equipment. In addition, a check for $6,311 representing a combination of
T Mobile funds and member donations was given to support a teacher salary and 5 students for a year.

July: Bryn Koskinen returns from her year in Madagascar. Bryn will return home to Massachusetts and
to St John worship at the end of July. She has served as an ELCA missionary this past year in Madagascar
through the program Young Adults in Global Mission. She looks forward to seeing everyone and sharing
her experiences and insights. She will begin a short term, six month position with the ELCA in August.

August 7, 2019: St John to Host Acton Community Supper. ALL HANDS ON DECK! We will need
volunteers to cook, greet, serve, and clean up on Wednesday, August 7th. Can’t make it? You can bake
ahead and donate a dessert item. Sign up Genius will be coming or see Jen Adams for more details.

“Coins for Change” is a collaboration between Outreach and our Confirmands focusing on loose change
collection from March to September 2019. This project is a wonderful way to include our teens in
Outreach efforts/giving. Please help their efforts this summer by picking up an origami bank for home.
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Visit us on the web!  www.stjohnsudburyma.org

Our Staff

Donald Larsen, Pastor

Karen LaCure RN, Parish Nurse

        Director of Youth and Family

Valerie Ripley, Admin. Assist.

Bart Dahlstrom, Organist  

Ron Hagopian, Sexton

Sun., August 4th, 10:30 am - Coffee & Conversation with Bryn

Wed., August 7th, 2:00 pm - St. John hosts Acton Community 
     Supper at Mt. Calvary, Acton

Thurs., August 8th, 6:30 pm - All Things Guatemala 

Sun., September 8th, 9:30 am - 125th anniversary

Sun., September 15th, 9:30 am - Rally Day

New Fall Schedule begins on September 22nd
9:30 am - Liturgy

      10:15 am - Education Hour for all ages!


