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UPCOMING AT ST. JOHN

Login information
https://zoom.us/j/9784438350

Meeting ID: 978 443 8350
(or call in 1-312-626-6799)

October 23  9:30 am  -Worship
   10:45 am -Sunday School
   1:30 pm  -CROP Walk
   5:30 pm  -ConÞ rmation
October 24  10:00 am  -Seniorcise
October 25  11:00 am  -Seniors on the Go Book Group
October 26  10:00 am  -Seniorcise
October 27  10:30 am  -Bible Study
   4:00 pm -Discussion on Race/Anti-Racism
   5:45 pm -Bell Rehearsal    
   7:15 pm -Choir Rehearsal
October 28  7:30 pm -Knitting/Crafting Group
October 29  3:00 pm -Trunk or Treat
October 30  9:30 am  -Worship (ConÞ rmation Sunday)
   10:45 am -Sunday School
   5:30 pm  -ConÞ rmation
November 1  11:00 am  -Seniors on the Go Book Group 
November 2  10:00 am -Seniorcise
November 3  10:30 am  -Bible Study
   5:45 pm -Bell Rehearsal    
   7:15 pm -Choir Rehearsal
November 4  7:30 pm -Knitting Group
November 6  9:30 am  -Worship
   10:45 am -Sunday School
   5:00 pm  -Vespers
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OCTOBER 27TH AT 4:00 PM – 
ZOOM MEETING TO DISCUSS 
RACE, RACISM, AND 
ANTIRACISM.

Our group meets the second and 
fourth  ursdays of the month at 
4:00 PM for informal, unstructured 
discussion about books, ideas, and 
experiences touching on race, 
racism, and antiracism.

Please join us!

Any questions, contact Jan Nielsen 
at jrnielsen@charter.net or 
978-549-3044.

ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR 
OCTOBER 25th AND NOVEMBER 1st

Please join us!!!

ZOOM book club meetings will be on Tuesdays, October 25th and 
November 1st, at 11:00am for a get together to discuss prior books 
read and new books to read.

On November 15th we will discuss “  e Foundling” by Ann Leary.

Any questions, contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net 
or 978-549-3044.

Next books:

November 15 - “  e Foundling” by Ann Leary
December 20 - “  e Flag, the Cross, and the Station Wagon” 
   by Bill McKibben



PLACE COMPELLING TITLE HERE
Words that are at once spontaneous but practiced; thoughtful, yet not overly serious. 

More words that bring the sense of expertise, but not a sense of self-centered pomposity. 

Pithy Statement about scripture!

Observational analysis regarding a phrase turned a particular way.

Likely overblown statement about how this changes everything about the way we read this particular 
passage.

Appropriate analogy of the way faith and life work together to inform a more cohesive whole, steeped in 
tradition, community, and personal engagement in the Divine Mystery. 

Satisfi ed feeling that the newsletter article is fi nished.

Ministry continues!

Place Compelling Title Here is what was intended to begin a journal exercise this morning to limber up the old 
brain for a day of writing and editing. A ter writing it, it seemed to fi t with a theme in the Gospels of the last 
few months as we enter into the last four weeks of Sundays a ter Pentecost and Advent begins.

Beginning with Luke 15 on September 11, we encountered an increasingly challenging set of parables that I 
addressed in the last newsletter article in some detail.  is week we have the parable of the Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector, who both went to the temple to pray (with hilarious results?). On Reformation we’ll examine the 
Gospel story about Zacchaeus, then the Beatitudes, an apocalypse, and on Reign of Christ Sunday (Christ the 
King) we endure together the crucifi xion of Jesus.

Ink will be spilled. 

Words will be said. 

Feelings will be felt.

And all that before Advent.

I imagine this conversation feels somewhat random, but random kind of feels like the best description for 
this moment in the world.  ere are wars and rumors of wars; storms, loods, and disasters intensifi ed by 
global climatic shi t; signs in the stars (from a new telescope, and NASA smashing big money into an 
asteroid);  disease, crop losses, water issues, and so on. In a dramatic scene from one of the great cinematic 
triumphs of our time, there’s a compelling reading of such times in the rising action for the fi nal con lictual 
climactic act of the fi lm:

Dr. Peter Venkman:  is city is headed for a disaster of biblical proportions!

Mayor: What do you mean, "biblical"?

Dr. Raymond Stantz: What he means is Old Testament, Mr. Mayor, real wrath of God type stu f.

Dr. Peter Venkman: Exactly.

Dr. Raymond Stantz: Fire and brimstone coming down from the skies! Rivers and seas boiling!

Dr. Egon Spengler: Forty years of darkness! Earthquakes, volcanoes…



Winston Zeddemore:  e dead rising from the grave!

Dr. Peter Venkman: Human sacrifi ce, dogs and cats living together... MASS HYSTERIA!

Mayor: All right, all right! I get the point!

Of course I’m certain you recognize that this masterpiece is exactly what one might anticipate, Ghostbusters. 
What’s so fascinating here is that they spent the entire fi lm capturing ghosts in a growing paranormal threat 
to the city — and of course, the world. Despite the fact that they’d done this, people still wouldn’t believe 
them when they tried to describe the magnitude of the threat they faced. 

 is is perhaps the most absolutely believable event in all of movie history. It reminds me of  e Parable of the 
Lazarus and the Rich Man.  ey both die, and Lazarus goes to rest in Abraham’s bosom while the rich man is 
subjected to torment for his lack of human compassion for Lazarus who dwelled in poverty and su fered 
outside his door. We fi nd our characters “in Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side.” 

Drama Intensifi es:

Rich Man: Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his fi nger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these lames! 

Abraham: Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 

Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fi xed, so that those who might want to pass 
from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.

Rich Man:  en, father, I beg you to send Lazarus to my father’s house! I have fi ve brothers! Let him warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.

Abraham:  ey have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them. 

Rich Man: No! Father Abraham, if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 

Abraham: If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone 
rises from the dead!

Annnnnnnd scene! We end with what I’m certain must be a star wipe.

Literal ghosts literally ghosting all over the literal place wasn’t enough for the Mayor, the EPA, and the city to 
believe these folks who’d been literally catching these literal ghosts all over these literal places! 

Despite a million dead, just yesterday, I had what turned out to be a painfully patient interaction with an 
individual who denies that it’s “really all that bad”. 

What does it take to make us believe? What is the (most likely overblown) statement that can turn us on our 
ears so that we see life in a new way? What do we do with a skepticism that runs so deep that even being 
confronted with people recently risen from the dead no longer fazes us?

What’s so fascinating to me is that a ter all this in both the Gospel and in Ghostbusters, the next act indicates 
society doesn’t really don’t change much no matter how signifi cant an event is in its history. At the 
beginning of Ghostbusters 2, Winston explains: “...we conjured up a hundred-foot marshmallow man, blew 
the top three loors o f an uptown high-rise, and ended up getting sued by every city, county, and state 



agency in New York”. Being sued into oblivion, they were performing at children’s parties. In the Gospels, 
Jesus is crucifi ed and is literally resurrected from the literal dead, yet in Acts we hear a lot of the same things 
we heard in the Gospels about infi ghting, posturing, and an unwillingness to acknowledge that the move-
ment Jesus began was bigger than their limited understanding of it. It feels disappointing when you put it 
that way.

What surprises me is that this truth feels somehow strangely hopeful, too.

Even though we may never change as a culture in some ways we sincerely wish we would; and even though 
there’s only so much we can do to circumvent our captivity to Sin from which we cannot free ourselves, we 
hear the good news that God never changes either. God’s loving grace, forgiving posture, beckoning hand, 
and desire that we hear the welcoming call of our Creator is an ongoing eternal act of God’s love — which is 
the impetus for creation itself.

God doesn’t change. Knowing this, we realize that whatever God’s plan might include, it includes this fact 
about us and takes it into account in God’s Divine Plan.

It all goes on.

Ink will be spilled. 

Words will be said. 

Feelings will be felt.

I rejoice that I managed to use climatic and climactic in the same paragraph.

I will feel satisfi ed that my newsletter article is fi nished.

Ministry will continue.

And together, we will give thanks for the things that bring hope, joy, love, and peace that break in to disrupt 
our lives in ways both distressing and hopeful.

 anks be to God.

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Eric

DIAS Request!

St. John, through our support of DIAS (Dignity in Asylum), has been supporting refugees in the area 
for many years. SpeciÞ cally, we have been helping an Afghan family who has resettled in Concord for 
almost a year now. The family has some immediate needs we can help with as their extended 
surrogate church family.

The family needs immediately:

    Diapers sizes 1 and 2
    Baby wipes
    Shoes (used are great as well!) size Girl’s 10 and Boy’s 11

As winter approaches….
Warm clothes and jackets (Girl) 4T and (Boy) 5T

Please contact Johanna Ellis johanna68@gmail.com if you can help or have any questions.











Please remember to fi ll out and return 
you Time and Talent Sheets as well 

as your pledge cards.  Even if you give 
electronically, it is helpful for the 

budgeting  process, which is 
happening now.   ank you.



Fall Fling!
Come play with the leaves at St. John!

Bring your rakes and leaf blowers!!

Saturday, Novemeber 12, 2022
9:00 am - Noon

Drinks and donuts provided.





Save the Date
November 6th: 5:00 pm

Evening Vespers
Reception Following

ADULT FORUM
Pastor Eric will kick-o f Adult Forum on November 6th at 10:55 am.  Grab a cup of co fee and head 
on into the sanctuary.   e fi rst topic will be “What does it mean to be part of a congregation”.  If 
you have ideas for future topics, or if you would like to host a session, please let Pastor Eric know.

CHECK OUT WHAT’S NEW IN THE NARTHEX!

There is now a sign-up poster there for you to access.  

All you have to do is write  your name next to 
the various worship assistant spots.  All help is needed:
Communion assistants, Greeters and Ushers, Acolytes and 
readers.

Please help us out and reserve your place for future dates.  




