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Saint John Lutheran Church, ELCA

Newsletter
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

What good is the resurrection, anyway?  What is resurrection good for?

Easter is a fi fty day Day with seven Sundays in it, so it’s a good Day to ask such a question.

Paul thought about the question, too.  His response?  Resurrection is good for what he 
called “newness of life.”  By that phrase, he referred not to some distant future.  No, 
newness of life has to do with freedom for today – freedom to be God’s hands in the world, 
what Paul called “instruments of rightly related justice.”  Read Romans chapter 6 for the full 
story.

Th e Th ursday morning Bible study group just fi nished a leisurely reading of 1 Corinthians 
15, Paul’s mighty chapter on Christ and the resurrection of the dead.  Paul’s lengthy 
argument grounds Christian hope in Christ’s bursting the bonds of death, underscoring the 
good news that what awaits us in God’s future is a New Creation.  Th e stirring conclusion 
– “Lo, I tell you a mystery…” – has long captured the creative energies of religious 
imagination.  Handel’s Messiah and Brahms German Requiem reach perhaps their most 
powerful musical moments in setting Paul’s vision of the last trumpet.  

But Paul’s ringing words conclude by bringing us back precisely to this world.  “Th erefore, 
my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because 
you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  And then he goes on immediately 
to encourage participation in a relief eff ort for the poor!  Because their destiny is secure 
in Christ, the Corinthian believers are radically free to use the present to enter into the 
suff ering of the world – just as God has done in Christ.  And so are we.  We are free for 
relationships that are a part of God’s labor pains to birth a New Creation in which the 
Reign of God is all in all.  Th e resurrection of Christ is God’s signal down payment on that 
unthwartable goal.

It is tempting to read the pilgrimage from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day as all about a 
bright, rosy conclusion to an otherwise sad story.  But the resurrection of Christ isn’t really 
any good for a “and they lived happily ever after” story line.  Easter isn’t a happy ending.  
It’s power.  It’s fuel.  It’s dynamite.  So says Paul.  In Philippians 3:8-17 (one of the best 
passages in the whole Bible) he says that knowing Christ means knowing the power of 
Christ’s resurrection – which empowers “the fellowship (koinōnia) of his suff erings.”  Th at’s 
what resurrection is good for.  It’s the energizing power that propels us into a real sharing of 
this world’s pain, not simply to get beaten up, but to be part of the way God is transforming 
things.  Let us drink deeply of that power, sisters and brothers.

-Don
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We Are Easter People! We are moving into a very busy time of year for most 
people; graduations from pre-school, high school, college, weddings, showers, 
anniversaries, and retirements!  Th ese are endings of chapters in one’s life, but 
new beginnings as well. We celebrate in all the wonderful accomplishments of 
our young adults especially those graduating and moving on to the next exciting 
chapter. We Are Easter People ever changing. 

“Th e wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”    
John 3:8                                        
                         God’s blessings on all new endeavors!

F
A

M
IL

Y
 M

O
V

IE
 N

IG
H

T
 

Join us on 
Friday May 10th  at 6:00 PM 

as we sneak a peek into 
“Th e Secret Life of Pets”. 

We will have pizza, popcorn, 
and a raffl  e to win 2 tickets to see 
the new “Secret Life of Pets 2”. 



YOUTH & FAMILY AND OUTREACH MINISTRIES ARE 

HOLDING A DIAPER DRIVE MAY 1ST-31ST 

   Th e Diaper Project provides families in fi nancial distress with up to 2  
 weeks of diapers every 60 days.
    Up to 3,000 families in Natick and Framingham alone struggle to buy  
 diapers.
    WIC and food stamp programs don’t cover the cost of diapers.
    A family needs $75 to $100 a month for diapers per child.
    Many parents are forced to re-use diapers or leave their child in a soiled  
 diaper longer  than  appropriate.
    Many families have to decide between food, medicine, and clean babies.
    Without diapers, babies cannot attend daycare or early childhood   
 programs.
    All donations can be dropped off  to the box in the lounge 
    For more info you can go to https://www.aplacetoturn-natick.org/diaper-
project/

KIDSPACE EXPERIMENT HAS ARRIVED IN THE SANCTUARY

Check out the sanctuary! We have temporarily removed some pews in front of the pulpit.  In their place you will 
fi nd a rug with a low table and comfy seating for our younger members. Kids and families will be able to participate 
in guided worship in a space that allows for movement and quiet activities that tie into the service and lessons. Th is 
experiment will last into June. Th e nursery will remain staff ed with a caregiver for kids who prefer to interact with 
their peers in that environment. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”           
                                                                                                                                                      Matthew 19:14

SUNDAY SCHOOL DATES

   May 5th  Regular scheduled classes
                 Youth Group: Making centerpieces 
                         for Senior lunch
                 5:30 PM Confi rmation    
   May 12th  Regular scheduled classes
                  Youth Group assists with 
                         Mother’s Day Project
                   No Confi rmation 
   May 19th All classes practice for Youth Sunday
                  5:30 PM Confi rmation 

   May 26th No classes Memorial Day Weekend                     
                  Save the Date: Youth Sunday June 2nd Youth Group Trip to Florence House 

with 10 Easter Baskets
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Th e American Heart Association is committed to creating the next Generation 
of Lifesavers™ through our Be the Beat and CPR in Schools programs. 
Be the Beat is a resource that provides free tools to help start and sustain 
Hands-Only CPR and AED training programs in schools and communities.  
Students aged 12 and up will learn to "Be the Beat" and perform Hands-Only 
CPR if they see someone suddenly collapse. Since seventy percent of out-of-
hospital cardiac arrests occur in residential settings, if you are called on to 
perform CPR in an emergency, you will most likely be trying to save the life 
of someone you love: a child, a spouse, a parent, or a friend. 

CPR/AED TRAINING  -  SUNDAY MAY 19TH 11:15 AM-12:15 PM

Th is is NOT a certifi cation class, rather a refresher or an educational tool. To sign up please contact Royce at roycefuller@
verizon.net.

COINS FOR CHANGE

The Confirmation class is running an ongoing loose change drive starting in March and ending in September 
with the assistance of Outreach. The goal of this is to begin increasing our youth’s “philanthropic” mindset. 
The youth, who are very excited, have research and picked the following 4 organizations who will receive the 
monetary donations we collect over the next several months.  

The Trevor Project
Founded in 1998 by the creators of the Academy Award®-winning short film TREVOR, The Trevor Project 
is the leading national organization providing crisis intervention and suicide prevention services to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer & questioning (LGBTQ) young people under 25.

Buddy Dog Humane Society
Their Mission:  To have, care for, and facilitate the placement of stray, homeless, and unwanted dogs and cats 
as pets in suitable homes: to establish procedures and facilities which promote the health, care and placement 
of stray dogs and cats, and which prevent cruelty, and alleviate pain and suffering and, in addition, to teach 
and promote the education of the citizens of Massachusetts in conjunction with the care of dogs and of other 
pets. Euthanasia is never practiced unless it is considered more humane to do so.

Be Like Brit
Their commitment is to continue the compassion of Britney Gengel by serving the children of Haiti through 
sustaining a safe, nurturing home rooted in the virtues of Faith, Hope and Love while developing a sense of 
social responsibility, community involvement and unconditional love.

SMILE Mass
Small Miracles in Life Exist (SMILE Mass) is  dedicated to helping families raising children or adults with 
disabilities enjoy happy, healthy memories through vacation and recreation experiences.
SMILE Mass strives to become the leading resource for handicap accessibility in vacation and recreation 
experiences.

“Coins for Change” will end about the same time faith statements are written. 2019 will be a bit of an oddity as 
we only have 1 student in his second year, but collectively the group can address the Congregation.  This goes 
well with our “Living Lutheran” unit of Colaborate.  The first rolling of coins totaled $84!  Thank you and 
let’s keep emptying those pockets!
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Senior Ministry News

On April 9 fifty-five seniors gathered at our Senior Luncheon. A spring/Easter theme decorated our dining 
and beverage tables. Our Sunday School students, guided by Karen LaCure created beautiful centerpieces from 
decorative hat boxes and silk flowers that were donated by Randi Siu. Chicken Cordon Blue, roasted potatoes, 
a vegetable medley, and tossed salad were on the menu. Betsy and Todd Majer provided a delectable “holy cake” 
for desert. This desert is always appreciated by both our volunteers and guests.

ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR MAY

On May 21, 2019, the St John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “A Fatal Grace" by Louise Penny.  “A 
Fatal Grace" is the second novel in the Three Pines Mysteries series, which feature Inspector Armand Gamache.    

Join us at the church at 11:00 AM on May 21, 2019 to socialize and stimulate your brain cells. All St. John 
seniors and their guests are welcome whether you are committed or just curious. No need to register in advance, 
but it is suggested that you read the book before you attend. Please contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net 
or 978-549-3044 if you have any questions.

On June 16, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss "H is for Hawk," by Helen Mac-
donald.

Nancy Day brought her keyboard and provided our entertainment. 
She is a prolific songwriter, poet, pianist and singer and involves her 
audience in her performances.

Nancy Allison has undertaken the task of publicizing activities at St. 
John. This month we had about 8 new, first-time attendees at our 
luncheon. The Council of Aging newsletters in Maynard, Sudbury 
and Acton are now publicizing our luncheon.

Our next luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, May 14. Our menu 
(subject to change) is pot roast, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, 
and tossed salad. Our St. John Youth Group, under the direction of 
Karen LaCure, will be providing both the centerpieces and dessert. 
The Wolverine Jazz Band will be our entertainment.

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside Karen’s office. The last date to sign up is Monday, May 6.

Rachel Florey   Brad Allen            Brian      Bill Moldwin
Richard    Ruth Fields Johnny             Christopher Miller
David Donnelly   June Parker            Brian Young    Lauren Rico 
Fred Ripley             Brennan McGinnis   Ginny           Trish Sarvela Leiva        
Pat Quinn    Paul Simeone  Charlotte McNeil   Mary Potter  
Bob Fratto      John Duane  Ken Kanady       Rhonda Tibbetts  
Jim Hansgate   Ron Rakowsky     Will Musselman   

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:

SENIOR LUNCHEON NEWS



 

Outreach Updates!Outreach Updates!

Miscellaneous News
ADULT FORUM IN MAY

May 5: Some of us are traveling into Boston together on May 10th to hear the Brahms Requiem performed 
at Jordan Hall.  Today, we will discuss the Requiem: its text, its most memorable musical moments, and its 
relationship to other great Requiems.  Brahms’ choice of text has special resonance with Lutherans and our 
emphasis on the Bible.  Some 330 years after Luther translated the Bible into German, Brahms at last set aside 
the standard Latin Requiem Mass and instead selected passages from Luther’s Bible, thus transforming the 
Requiem from a fearsome warning of reckoning into a faith-filled prayer for the living.  It is a glorious and 
triumphant piece in which God’s power conquers death’s power.

May 12: Enjoy Mothers’ Day (no program) 

May 19: St. John conversations: we will discuss topics that are currently being considered, or should be taken 
up, by the Congregational Council.

May 26: Memorial Day weekend (no program)

ST. JOHN SERVICE TRIP TO GUATEMALA

This June, 8 members of St. John will travel to Santa María de Jesús, Guatemala to volunteer in a rural school.  
These 8 dedicated members will spend time working with students, putting finishing touches on a school addi-
tion, and will deliver much needed supplies to this underserved community.  If you are interested in this project 
but unable to go you can still make valuable contributions!  One of our goals will be to deliver 50 pounds each 
of much needed items to the students.  This means we’re hoping to bring 400 pounds of goods!

Items we are collecting include:

Children’s clothing in good condition (If you would put these clothes on your child or grandchild, but 
they cannot use them anymore we’d welcome them.  We would like to avoid carrying clothes all the way 
to Guatemala that have holes or stains.)  We’re going to Central America but at a higher altitude, so cool 
weather clothing (ie:  fleece) is also needed.

School supplies (pencils, pencil sharpeners, erasers, crayons, white board markers, but no notebooks or pads 
of paper as they add a lot of weight)

First aid supplies (ie: pain relievers, band aids, vitamins)

Children’s shoes in good condition                             New children’s underwear

Fleece jackets for adults                                               Working ipads or laptops with educational apps

Non-language-based (or Spanish-language) games     Spanish-language books (no text books)

Dental hygiene supplies                                              Towels and washcloths 

Donated items can be placed in the lounge at church, in the box labeled “Guatemala.”
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OUTREACH MINISTRY MAY 2019 UPDATES

Jen Adams, Larry Kivimaki, Nancy Haugsjaa, Barbara Weiblen, Robin Koskinen, & Ann Kirk

                                                     

Kitchen Kits a Success – 49 basic kits and 101 additional kitchen items were delivered to an appreciative 
Household Goods on Saturday, April 6. Our event was a cooperative effort of multiple ministry teams and 
members of all ages. Thanks to all who donated and participated in the March 31st event!

“Coins for Change”, a collaboration between Outreach and our Confi rmands focusing on loose change 
collection from March to September 2019. Confi rmands will research various local organizations over the 6 
months and choose 2-3 to donate their collected funds to.  Outreach will also provide some matching funds as 
approved by the committee toward this effort. Confi rmands will report back to the congregation regarding their 
organizations this fall. Please help their efforts by picking up an origami home bank from the lounge –
think of that loose pocket change found in sofa cushions and washers!

Coming Soon to St John – A Collection Bin for More than Words, a unique and ongoing Outreach 
Opportunity. In May, St John will begin to host a collection bin for the organization “More than Words”, a 
nonprofi t social enterprise that empowers young adults who are in the foster care system, court-involved, 
homeless, or out of school to take charge of their lives by taking charge of a business. As an offi cial location, 
donations of gently used books and media (DVD, CD, video games) can be made to this bin by members as well 
as by the surrounding community. To fi nd out more visit www.mtwyouth.org.

 

April 10-23:  Erick and Robin visited Bryn in Madagascar.  Bryn is one of 
the strongest and kindest humans I know. I realize I am biased as her mom, but 
I dare say you would feel the same had you visited. She is well-loved within her 
community and in turn she truly loves Madagascar and its people. We had the 
privilege of visiting all of her placements and meeting her Malagasy friends and 
family. She is quite fl uent in the Malagasy language, an impressive feat! Our 
trip to Madagascar has left us with many mixed emotions. We were happy to see 
Bryn, but now worry more for her and the Malagasy people having seen fi rst-
hand the many challenges of life in Madagascar. We are forever changed from our 
experience.

       Thank You For Your Service
Ryan  Scott   Victor    Jonathan
Higgins  Griffi n      Osweiler           Battle
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St. John Lutheran Church

16 Great Rd

Sudbury, MA 01776

Phone: 978-443-8350

Fax :      978-443-8371
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Visit us on the web!  www.stjohnsudburyma.org

Our Staff

Donald Larsen, Pastor

Karen LaCure RN, Parish Nurse

        Director of Youth and Family

Valerie Ripley, Admin. Assist.

Corey De Tar, Director of Choirs

Bart Dahlstrom, Organist  

Ron Hagopian, Sexton

Save the Date!

Youth Sunday
June 2, 2019  9:00 AM

Light refreshments following the service.


