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Saint John Lutheran Church, ELCA

Newsletter
Sisters and Brothers,

Burning fi re… a rush of violent wind… the hopefulness of labor pains… the presence of a truthful 
Advocate.  Images from Scripture, all piled one on top of the other, revealing to us an imaginative 
God.  Th at may well be at the heart of what we celebrate on Pentecost: the imagination of God.  
Perhaps it is also what we most fear.  

Th e tulips fi nishing their spring fl owering are a beautiful example of what can spring from God’s 
imagination.  All of creation is the result of God’s fertile creativity.  But God’s creative fl air is 
perhaps at its best in making creatures who can themselves become imaginative.  “Th en God said, 
‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness’… So God created humankind 
in God’s image.”  We share God’s imaginative capacity.  Th at is at least part of what it means that 
we are created in the image of God.  We serve God as created co-creators.

And so,
You can think up some birds. Th at’s what you can do.
You can think about yellow or think about blue…
You can think about red. You can about pink.
You can think up a horse.  Oh, the THINKS you can think!

And Dr. Seuss goes on: “Oh, the thinks you can think up if only you try!”  And we have.  We 
have thought up wheels and pyramids; we have thought up Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony and 
Michelangelo’s “David”; we have thought up Voyager 1, which has now traveled almost 14 billion 
miles from Earth; we have thought Nutella and liver sausage and ice cream cones.  And all because 
we have used imagination.

Imagination is the ability to think up what does not yet exist; and it is also the ability to think 
up what was.  God has created us with the capacity to imagine so that we might continue the 
seriously playful work God began when God began to create the heavens and the earth.

Puppies, and their slimy tongues:  you gotta give God kudos for that, ‘cuz that’s some seriously 
playful stuff  on God’s part.  But God’s true artistry is seen in this:  God imagined the Word into 
human fl esh, and the Dream above all dreams was incarnate of the Imagination of God and the 
Virgin Mary.  We named God’s Dream “Jesus”; in his thirty-odd years in the fl esh, this Jesus tried 
– in his parables, in the company he kept at meals, in the miracles he wrought and the things he 
taught – this Jesus tried to help us envision all that God’s way can be.  Th is was necessary because 
we have this habit of using our imagination to re-fashion God in our image and of using our 
creative capacities to think up stuff  like weapons that can kill high school kids early on a Friday 
morning in Texas or technologies that can actually turn the Earth against us.  So enslaved can we 
be to bending our God-given creativity to violence and domination that we thought up a way to 
nail God’s Dream to a cross.

Th e Day of Pentecost announces that not even death can thwart God’s dream to bring blessing to 
all people.  Risen from the dead, Jesus has poured out the energy of God’s creativity upon us, whom 
we name “the Holy Spirit.”  Baptized into this Spirit, we are empowered to re-imagine ourselves 
and the world around us in the strength of God’s Imagination.  Th e church, the community 
birthed on Pentecost, is the Holy Spirit’s laboratory for dreaming up a new kind of humanity – 
and believe it or not, we are part of the experiment.  

“Oh, the thinks you can think up if only you try!”                 In Christ,  Don
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As I sat at a recent college award ceremony and listened to the various speakers and presenters 
describe each student that was receiving an honor or an award, I was in awe. Th e level with 
which each and every student had embraced their passions for the betterment of their school, 
their fellow students, and the greater world was so encouraging.  Fighting for justice, working to 
end hunger and homelessness, creating a new at home test that could revolutionize the way we 
treat illness, and creating a new statewide resource guide for prevention and education of sexual 
assault and domestic violence are just a handful of the ways these young adults are changing 
the world, our world. I left with such a feeling of hope for our future! We celebrate all young 
lives and accomplishments. God watch over all our young adults as they move toward the next 
exciting chapter in their lives. 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES                              

Area High School Graduates

Michael Barilone graduates from Maynard High School, 
then will be attending Northeastern University pursuing a 
degree in nursing. Michael will be spending his fi rst semester 
studying abroad in Greece.

Matthew Cox will be attending Rose Hulman in Indiana for biomedical engineering .

Lars Hjerpe graduates from Lincoln-Sudbury High School, then attending Roger Williams 
University pursuing a business degree and becoming a member of the swim team.

Dan Kerrigan graduates from Lincoln-Sudbury High School, then will be attending Tufts 
University in the fall.

Lucas Koskinen graduates from Maynard High School, then will be attending Wake Forest 
University pursuing a degree in political science on a pre-law track. He will spend his fi rst 
studying abroad in Copenhagen. 

Morgan Rose graduates from Westford Academy, then will be attending the University of 
Pittsburg pursuing a degree in psychology.

Sara Umbrell graduates from Maynard High School, then will be attending Washington State 
University, to pursue a degree in zoology.

College Graduates

Chris Brindisi graduated from Franklin & Marshall College with a Bachelor of Arts in Business, 
Organization, & Society. 

Nick Brindisi graduated from St. Lawrence University with a Bachelor of Arts in Math, 
Economics, & Business. Th e brothers plan to work in Boston in Finance & Data Analysis.

Danielle Gyory graduated from Lehigh University on May 20, 2019 with a major in Computer 
Engineering. She will be applying for jobs in the next few weeks.  

Maddy LaCure graduated from Th e University Massachusetts Boston with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Women’s Gender & Sexuality Studies and a Certifi cate in Gender Leadership and Public Policy. 
She will continue an additional year to complete a Master’s Degree in Public Administration. She 
will be working as the Assistant Scheduler to Govenor Charlie Baker.

Jeff  Umbrell graduated from Fordham University at Lincoln Center with a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
English. He will continue an additional year to complete a Master’s degree. He aspires to be an 
High School English teacher. 
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June 2nd is Youth Sunday
9:00 am
Join Us! 

Reception following in 
Heritage Hall.  

KIDSPACE EXPERIMENT CONTINUES!

Check out the sanctuary! We have temporarily removed some 
pews in front of the pulpit.  In their place you will fi nd a rug 
with a low table and comfy seating for our younger members. 
Kids and families will be able to participate in guided worship 
in a space that allows for movement and quiet activities that 
tie into the service and lessons. This experiment will last into 
June. The nursery will remain staffed with a caregiver for kids 
who prefer to interact with their peers in that environment. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”            
     Matthew 19:14

COINS FOR CHANGE

The Confirmation class is running an ongoing loose change drive starting in March and ending in September 
with the assistance of Outreach. The goal of this is to begin increasing our youth’s “philanthropic” mindset. 
The youth, who are very excited, will pick 4-5 organizations and research these and from there decide which 
2-3 will receive the monetary donations we collect over several months.  “Coins for Change” will end about the 
same time faith statements are written. This goes well with our “Living Lutheran” unit of Colaborate.  2019 
will be a bit of an oddity as we only have 1 student in his second year, but collectively the group can address the 
Congregation.  Coin collection so far totals $142.50. Colorful banks are and will be available on Youth Sunday 
to take home for summer collecting. Thank you! 

John 15:5

LAST DAY TO CONTRIBUTE FOR THE DIAPER DRIVE IS JUNE 2!

Th e Diaper Project provides families in fi nancial distress with up to 2 weeks of diapers every 60 days.
    
Up to 3,000 families in Natick and Framingham alone struggle to buy diapers.
   
WIC and food stamp programs don’t cover the cost of diapers.
    
A family needs $75 to $100 a month for diapers per child.
    
Many parents are forced to re-use diapers or leave their 
child in a soiled diaper longer than  appropriate.
    
    Many families have to decide between food, medicine, and clean babies.
    Without diapers, babies cannot attend daycare or early childhood programs.
    All donations can be dropped off  to the box in the lounge 
    For more info you can go to https://www.aplacetoturn-natick.org/diaper-project/
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SUDBURY RACE AMITY DAY,  JUNE 9TH

Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker and the Sudbury Board of Selectmen have declared the second Sunday in 
June annually "Race Amity Day". Race Amity Day is a day to celebrate friendships - our own and those of historical 
figures - that bridge the racial divide.

This year's celebration will take place on June 9, 2019 from 1:30-5:00 P.M. at Goodnow Library, 21 Concord 
Road, Sudbury. All events are FREE.  Please join us for one or more events!

1:30-2:00 PM - Welcome and Opening Ceremony
Join us for a reading of the Race Amity Day Proclamation by Chair of the Board of Selectmen Dan Carty and wel-
coming words about friendship from Sudbury Police Chief Scott Nix.

2:00-4:00 PM -  An American Story: Race Amity and the Other Tradition
Join us for a screening of the film "An American Story: Race Amity and the Other Tradition" produced by Sudbury 
resident Dr. William H. "Smitty" Smith, Ed.D., Director of the National Center for Race Amity and former princi-
pal of Curtis Middle School (2:00-3:00). The film will be immediately followed by a discussion facilitated by educa-
tors and Sudbury residents Judy Merra and Elli Stern (3:00-4:00). Parental discretion advised: The beginning of the 
film may not be appropriate for all audiences. Use the film trailer as a guide.

2:00 - 4:00 PM - Family Drop-in Storytime and Craft
Drop-in as a family to enjoy some special books about friendship and a craft with Sudbury resident Susan Abrams, a 
former Lincoln second-grade teacher and Wayland principal.

4:00-4:45 PM - A Gathering of Friends
Join us for a Gathering of Friends celebration and closing ceremony.

1:00-5:00 PM - History of Race Amity in Sudbury (handout)
Pick up a one-page "History of Race Amity in Sudbury" when you attend any of our scheduled events. Prepared by 
the Sudbury Historical Society.

 1:00-5:00 PM - Self-guided Exploration of Friendship and Race Amity (library display)
Books can serve as mirrors of our own experience or windows into the lives of others. Enjoy a collection friendship-
themed books selected by Children's Librarian Amy Stimac for Race Amity Day. Browse and borrow your favorite 
books from the endcap display in the Children's Department.

Friday, June 21st 6:30 pm
Come one, Come all

Board Games, Cards Games &
a few surprises!

Make your own ice 
cream sundaes!!
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Senior Ministry News
ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR JUNE

On June 18, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss "H is for Hawk," by Helen Macdonald.

Helen Macdonald's story of adopting and raising one of nature's most vicious predators has soared into the hearts 
of millions of readers worldwide. Fierce and feral, her goshawk Mabel's temperament mirrors Helen's own state 
of grief after her father's death, and together raptor and human "discover the pain and beauty of being alive".

Join us at the church at 11:00 AM on June 18, 2019 to socialize and stimulate your brain cells. All St. John seniors and 
their guests are welcome whether you are committed or just curious. No need to register in advance, but it is suggested 
that you read the book before you attend. Please contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net or 978-549-3044 if you 
have any questions. 

On July 16, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” by Betty Smith.

On August 20, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “Waking Up White: and Finding Myself 
in the Story of Race" by Debbie Irving.

JUNE SENIOR LUNCHEON NEWS

On Tuesday, May 14 our Senior Luncheon guests gathered for delightful entertainment, an excellent meal and engaging 
socializing with friends. Flo’s Catering provided a delicious meal of pot roast, mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetables 
and tossed salad.  Cake was provided by Valerie Ripley.  Th e centerpieces were created the St. John Sunday School 
members.  Great entertainment was provided by the Wolverine Jazz Trio.  We served about 60 meals.

Our next Senior Luncheon is the second Tuesday in June, on the 11th. Th e program features Honkytonk Piano artist, 
Gary Landgren, another of our favorite entertainers. Th e meal will be bar-B-Q chicken, baked potatoes, baked beans, 
cole slaw and tossed salad.

It would be great if several St. John members would get together and attend the luncheon, maybe taking a full table 
of 8 folks to enjoy the food, entertainment and the fellowship of each other.  Please be sure to register with the church 
offi  ce by June 3rd.



Miscellaneous News

       Thank You For Your Service
Ryan  Scott   Victor    Jonathan
Higgins  Griffi n      Osweiler           Battle
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FAREWELL TO COREY 
As many of you know, Corey De Tar’s time with us is drawing to a close. Corey will be 
moving to San Diego to pursue new musical adventures, to bask in more sunshine and to be nearer family. We at St. 
John will sorely miss Corey’s musical talents, his beautiful tenor voice, and his patience with the choir and hand bell 
choir. We are the better for his sojourn with us.

We will have an opportunity to bid farewell to Corey and to extend our best wishes in his future endeavors at a 
reception after the service on Sunday, June 9th.  Please sign up at sign-up genius https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0b4ea8af23a3f58-farewell

Rachel Florey Brad Allen      Brian           Bill Moldwin
Richard  Ruth Fields      Johnny                       Christopher Miller
David Donnelly June Parker      Brian Young         Trish Sarvela Leiva  
Lauren Rico    Fred Ripley     Brennan McGinnis     Paul Simeone    
Ginny                  Pat Quinn        Patricia Jolou            Andrea
Charlotte McNeil Bob Fratto      John Duane          Ken Kanady 
Rhonda Tibbetts Bob Eldredge   Jim Hansgate          Ron Rakowsky
Will Musselman Mary Potter          

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:

We  move to our summer schedule with service starting 
at 9:30 am on June 9. 

We continue with services in the Sanctuary thru June. 
On July 7 we move to Heritage Hall for 7 weeks 

(ending on Aug. 18).   
Come and worship!

     

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
June 16 

immediately following the liturgy
                 

Kids’ Movie in Youth Room- Zootopia         



 

Outreach Updates!Outreach Updates!
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SAVE THE DATE!St. John will host the Acton Community Supper at the Mt .Calvary Lutheran Church in Acton on Wednesday, August 7.  We will need cooks, dessert bakers, servers, and dishwashers.  Please put this on your calendar and look for a sign up sheet so you can be part of this fun and much needed community event.

UPDATES ON ST. JOHN SERVICE TRIP TO SANTA MARÍA DE JESÚS, GUATEMALA

Th e group of 8 St. John members who will travel to Guatemala could use your help!  Dave Weber, Erick & Lucas 
Koskinen, Jen & Alex Adams, Ron Aerni, Pastor Larsen, and Mara Moldwin will be in Guatemala June 22-July 2.  
Check out the school we’ll visit at jdaguatemala.org   
While there, they will deliver donations, help expand the school so more students can attend, and work with current 
students in the Jardín de Amor school.  Are you able to contribute any of the items on our list?

Items we are collecting include:
• Children’s clothing in good condition (If you would put these clothes on your child or grandchild, but 

they cannot use them anymore we’d welcome them.  We would like to avoid carrying clothes all the way 
to Guatemala that have holes or stains.)  We’re going to Central America but at a higher altitude, so cool 
weather clothing (ie:  fl eece) is also needed.

• Children’s shoes in good condition
• New children’s underwear
• Fleece jackets for adults
• Working ipads or laptops with educational apps
• Non-language-based (or Spanish-language) games 
• Spanish-language books (no text books)
• Dental hygiene supplies 
• First aid supplies (ie: pain relievers, band aids, 

vitamins)
• School supplies (pencils, hand-

held pencil sharpeners,                                                                          
erasers, crayons, white board 
markers, but no notebooks                                                                                                                                        
or pads of paper as they add a lot of weight)

• Towels and washcloths 
• Small musical instruments                                                                                                                                    

Donated items can be placed in the church library, in the box labeled “Goods for Guatemala.”

Don’t have any of those items handy but want to help?  One goal of ours is to arrive with enough funds to pay the 
salary of a teacher for a year.  Each of the St. John members traveling to Guatemala has already contributed $200 
towards this goal.  We are hoping other members can also help us reach our goal of $4000 to pay a teacher for a year.  
Th e cost of educating a child for a year at Jardín de Amor is $461 a year.  If you’d like to support a child with that 
amount, it will be put to very good use.  Checks can be written to St. John Lutheran Church with “Guatemala” on the 
memo line.  Th ank you for your consideration.



St. John Lutheran Church

16 Great Rd

Sudbury, MA 01776

Phone: 978-443-8350

Fax :      978-443-8371
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Visit us on the web!  www.stjohnsudburyma.org

Our Staff

Donald Larsen, Pastor

Karen LaCure RN, Parish Nurse

        Director of Youth and Family

Valerie Ripley, Admin. Assist.

Corey De Tar, Director of Choirs

Bart Dahlstrom, Organist  

Ron Hagopian, Sexton

Upcoming Events!
June 2nd   Youth Sunday including a Puppet Appearance

Th ank You Reception for our Teachers and Educational 
Forum discussing the Kidspace

June 9th Summer Schedule begins 9:30 -  Pentecost
  Farewell Reception for Corey 

June 16th Send off  and Blessing for our Volunteers to Guatemala
  Congregational Meeting

June 22nd – July 2nd  Trip to Guatemala


