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Saint John Lutheran Church, ELCA

Newsletter
Some people will begin writing “2019” in the date line of checks without thinking twice 
about it, but I am not one of them.  When I remove an old calendar from the wall and replace 
it with the new year’s, there is a subterranean rumble somewhere deep down that can’t be 
chalked up to last night’s cabbage rolls.  Time is moving on, and though I am presently caught 
in its slipstream, that rumble reminds me that soon enough time will move on without me.  
A good reminder to love while I can.  Th at’s a big reason why God made me (and you) in the 
fi rst place – to do all the loving in Jesus’ name that we can while we can in the confi dence that 
God will use it.  So, let me give you a poem to read.  

Blessed New Year to you!  Don

Solo for Saturday Night Guitar

Time was.  Time is.  Time shall be.
Man invented time to be used.
Love was.  Love is.  Love shall be.
Yet man never invented love
Nor is love to be used like time.
A clock wears numbers one to twelve
And you look and read its face
And tell the time pre-cise-ly ex-act-ly.
Yet who reads the face of love?
Who tells love numbers pre-cise-ly ex-act-ly?
Holding love in a tight hold for keeps,
Fastening love down and saying
“It’s here now and here for always.”
You don’t do this off hand, care-less like.
Love costs.  Love is not so easy
Nor is the shimmering of star dust
Nor the smooth fl ow of new blossoms
Nor the drag of a heavy hungering for someone.

Love is a white horse you ride
or wheels and hammers leaving you lonely
or a rock in the moonlight for rest
or a sea where phantom ships cross always
or a tall shadow always whispering
or a circle of spray and prisms –
maybe a rainbow round your shoulder.

Heavy heavy is love to carry
and light as one rose petal,
light as a bubble, a blossom,
a remembering bar of music
or a fi nger or a wisp of hair
never forgotten.                
                                           Carl Sandburg, 1878-1967
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As we begin another new year, we can refl ect on the past one. 
Lots of sadness in our world, lots of loss, lots of chaos. It 
doesn’t take much for each one of us to come up with a single 
example of these. We worry about our Church community, 
about bringing in new members, about fulfi lling the needs 
of all, on a spiritual, physical, emotional, and fi nancial level. 
Let me now share with you what I see as hopeful: each and 
every new baby born this past year, those who struggled in 
the face of adversity to come through it to a better place. All 
the great service work and outreach over the past year helped 
others” lives.  In our great big world there are signs that people 
want God in their life. Movies on the big screen, “God’s Not 
Dead”, “Do You Believe”, “Noah”, and “Th e Shack” to name 
a few. Music, sure there’s lots of contemporary Christian 

music, but there is also mainstream pop music that sings of our Christian mores, examples like, 
“John 3:16”, “Jesus Take the Wheel”, “Jesus Walks”, and “Best Friend”.  Prime time TV shows 
like “God Friended Me”, documentaries about the life of Jesus and God in our midst. My point is 
this; there is HOPE! Society is craving MORE. As we share our love of God, witness of the Word, 
and service to others, we can make a diff erence. I recently saw Michelle Obama interviewed and 
she spoke about “this” being a great time to be alive.  Even during times of division, there is more 
acceptance, empowerment, and diversity in our humankind than ever before. Hence the Bible 
verse above; “perhaps THIS is the moment for which YOU have been created.”  

A Very Happy and Blessed New Year to All! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DATES    
   Jan 6th  -  10:15 AM Classes resume
                  5:30-7:30 PM Confi rmation

   Jan 13th - 10:15 AM Classes
                  5:30-7:30 PM Confi rmation  
   Jan 20th - 10:15 AM Combined classes/MLK project
                   5:30-7:30 PM Youth Event   
   Jan 27th - Potluck brunch/ Congregational Meeting
                   Movie “UP” 
                   5:30-7:30 PM Confi rmation 

SAVE THE DATE

   Sunday Feb 3rd “Souper Bowl of Caring” 
               Intergenerational Sunday School/ Hunger Banquet

THANKS

Th ank you to all who generously donated toys to the Maynard Police Toys for Kids and the 
Christmas family dinners. Th e outpouring of love was evident. 
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SUNDAY

SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS 

GOSPEL

12/16/2018

ADVENT CONCERT 12/9/2018

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 12/2/2018

PHOTOS FROM A VERY BUSY DECEMBER...



Senior Ministry News
ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR JANUARY

On January 15, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “Th e Outsider: My Life in Intrigue” by 
Frederick Forsyth. 

For more than forty years, Frederick Forsyth has been writing extraordinary real-world novels of intrigue.  
But what most people don’t know is that some of his greatest stories of intrigue have been in his own 
life.  He was the RAF’s youngest pilot at the age of nineteen, barely escaped the wrath of an arms dealer 
in Hamburg, got strafed by a MiG during the Nigerian civil war, landed during a bloody coup in Guinea-
Bissau.  Th e Stasi arrested him, the Israelis feted him, the IRA threatened him.  It is a memoir like no 
other—and a book of pure delight.

Join us at the church at 11:00 AM on January 15, 2019 to socialize and stimulate your brain cells. All St. John seniors 
and their guests are welcome whether you are committed or just curious. No need to register in advance, but it is 
suggested that you read the book before you attend. Please contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net or 978-549-
3044 if you have any questions. 

On February 19, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “Th e Woman in Cabin 10” by Ruth 
Ware.
  
On March 19, 2019, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “A Man Called Ove: A Novel” by Fredrik 
Backman.

SENIORS ON THE GO PREPARE FOR MARCH

When they get together in January, St. John seniors and friends will fi nd the 
leprechaun’s gold:  Socializing, Soup and Service. Th e group is invited to create 
St. Patrick’s Day themed centerpieces for the March Senior Luncheon. It’s a 
“MOGO” deal—Make a centerpiece and Get one to take home.     Instruction, 
courtesy of youtube videos, and all materials will be provided, plus a tasty lunch.  
Th e date?  Wednesday January 23 at 10 am. If you wish to take part, please 
let Suzanne Steinbach know suzannesteinbachster@gmail.com (978-443-2619).  
Note  location (either church or Suzanne’s home) tbd, based on weather and 
participation.  All St. John seniors and their guests are welcome.

SENIOR LUNCHEON

Our expanded Senior Luncheon was held on December 11. Sixty seniors 
enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and punch as well as a delectable ham dinner with 
raisin sauce, Delmonico potatoes and green peas. Our guests provided the 
dessert. The dessert table boasted a plethora of many different kinds of 
cookies. A cookie swap could have been held!
Our entertainment was provided by Ray Cavicchio.  Mr. Cavicchio, 
accompanied by his Cavichord, delighted the audience with a variety of 
well-known songs and a Christmas Carol sing-a-long. At one time he 
played with Leonard Bernstein. The Cavichord is a difficult instrument 
to describe. It looks like an accordion, and it sounds like a band. It is Mr. 
Cavicchio’s own creation. We will have him back.
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       Thank You For Your Service
Ryan  Scott   Victor    Jonathan
Higgins  Griffi n     Osweiler   Battle

Rachel Florey  Brad Allen    Brian   Bill Moldwin
Richard   Ruth Fields  Jim Heller     Christopher Miller
David Donnelly  June Parker    Brian Young Liisa Colby
Lauren Rico    Rohit Jangi    Fred Ripley     Brennan McGinnis
Rhonda Tibbetts Paul Simeone Raoul Smith    Trish Sarvela Leiva 
Charlotte McNeil Bob Fratto    John Duane  Ken Kanady 
Noel Barry  Ralph Nelson Johnny  Johnny Bernham

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:

Miscellaneous News

Save the Date - Christmas Smörgåsbord
Saturday, January 5, 2019   4:00 PM

A cooperative Scandanavian Feast
Three courses of foods as authentic as second and third 
generations of Swedes, Norwegians, and Finns can make!  
Look for more details and sign-up soon...

The 2019 Altar Flower Calendar has been posted so that you may pur-
chase flowers for the altar. Please consider donating altar flowers in 
memory or in honor of loved ones.  The cost remains at $35.00.
Sign up on the chart across from the church office.

ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE

Jan 6 -  ‘’Faith beyond Sundays--Witnessing to Each Other.’’  We will discuss growing in Faith and witness; Ippolit 
will lead us as we learn from Galatians about what it would be like to be Christians in full. 

Jan 13 - Robin Koskinen will tell us about the current and planned future eff orts of the Outreach ministry.

Jan 20 - No forum scheduled--Martin Luther King Jr. weekend

Jan 27 - Congregational Meeting and Potluck brunch.
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OUTREACH MINISTRY JANUARY UPDATES

Jen Adams, Larry Kivimaki, Nancy Haugsjaa, Barbara Weiblen, Robin Koskinen, & Ann Kirk

Thank you to the members of St John for a successful fall season of giving. We appreciate the canned
goods, school supplies, socks, warm winter gear, gift cards and bags, holiday dinners, disaster relief,
and man hours donated on behalf of the organizations and initiatives Outreach Ministry supports.

SAVE THE DATE: Wed., January 2, 2019 St John provides/hosts the Acton Community Supper.
We will need volunteers, young and old, for various time slots to help out with cooking,
greeting, serving, and cleaning! Can’t help out January 2nd? How about committing to making a
dessert ahead of time to be served that evening? Check out the Sign Up Genius and/or feel free
to see Jen Adams for more details on how you can help.

Have an old vehicle you are looking to trade or sell in 2019? How about donating it instead?
On November 13, Good News Garage awarded its 5,000th vehicle through its JumpStart
Program. The mission of the Good News Garage is to create economic opportunity by providing
affordable and reliable transportation options to low income individuals and families. Donated
vehicles are repaired and provided to local New England families, empowering them to move
out of poverty and into financial independence and social stability. Good News Garage is a win
win solution for donors, clients, and communities. Car recipients are able to move forward in
their lives, donors receive free towing and a generous tax deduction, local automotive
businesses are utilized and communities are strengthened. Good News Garage tows donated
cars free of charge and has car donation drop off locations in New Hampshire and Vermont. If
interested, call Good News Garage toll free at 877.GIVE.AUTO (877.448.3288) or visit their
website https://www.goodnewsgarage.org/.

Remember to check out the Outreach Bulletin Board on route to Heritage Hall. You will find
updates for upcoming 2019 Outreach opportunities as well as information on local and global
organizations our congregation supports. Please let a member of our ministry team know if you
have any questions or want to join us. We meet the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM
and new members are always welcome!



Disciples for January 2019 
January 6                      9:00 am Worship  

Altar Guild Carol Leighton, Nancy France 
Ushers Mildred Cheung, Gim Hom 
Greeters Caroline & Bob Collings 
Reader Diana O’Neill 
Nursery Karen LaCure 
Communion Assistants Ron Aerni, Earl Baucom, Dennis Hultstrom, Chris Jones 
Acolyte Emily Smith 
Coffee Hour Hosts  

January 13  

Altar Guild Liz Tolbert, Jan Nielsen 
Ushers The Junghans Family 
Greeters Royce Fuller, Beverly Guild 
Reader Inger Rhoads 
Nursery Amy Handfield 
Communion Assistants Ron Aerni, Ann Fratto, Gim Hom, Dianne Hultstrom 
Acolyte Justin Scully 
Coffee Hour Hosts  

January 20  

Altar Guild Pat Brown, Liz MacDonald 
Ushers Linda & Bob Luosalo 
Greeters Mark Howell, Earl Baucom 
Reader Carrie Stamos 
Nursery Mary Fuhrer 
Communion Assistants Earl Baucom, Gim Hom, Dennis Hultstrom, Dianne Hultstrom 
Acolyte Ellis Jones 
Coffee Hour Hosts  

January 27

Altar Guild Elaine McCann, Michal Mueller 
Ushers The Majer Family 
Greeters Liz MacDonald, Liz Tolbert 
Reader Liz Tolbert 
Nursery Al Miller 
Communion Assistants Ron Aerni, Ann Fratto, Dianne Hultstrom, Chris Jones 
Acolyte Ryan Irvin 
Coffee Hour Hosts  
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16 Great Rd

Sudbury, MA 01776

Phone: 978-443-8350

Fax :      978-443-8371

12

Visit us on the web!  www.stjohnsudburyma.org

Our Staff

Donald Larsen, Pastor

Karen LaCure RN, Parish Nurse

        Director of Youth and Family

Valerie Ripley, Admin. Assist.

Corey De Tar, Director of Choirs

Bart Dahlstrom, Organist  

Ron Hagopian, Sexton

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Join us for the Annual Meeting and 
Pot Luck Brunch on January 27th 
immediately following the liturgy.


