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Saint John Lutheran Church, ELCA

Newsletter
Dear Friends,

Th e church’s new year of grace has begun, and with its arrival we turn to a new calendar for 
the reading of scripture on Sundays.  Th e Gospel readings for this year will come mostly from 
Luke, so I’d like to make a suggestion for a quiet evening during Advent.  Why not fi nd a 
chair somewhere that is just comfortable enough, light the Advent wreath in your home, and 
then read through the Gospel of Luke?  We are so accustomed to hearing Luke’s story told 
in bits and pieces that it is easy to lose the forest for the trees.  Luke told the story of Jesus as 
a long, grace-fi lled arc.  Reading Luke straight through is a rewarding way to enter the new 
church year.

But, beware.  Luke doesn’t simply tell a story, like, say, James Th urber does.  No, Luke intends 
any and all who read him to meet Jesus.  And such an encounter may, in fact, change your life.

Annie Dillard, author of such wonderful books as Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, wrote a splendid 
essay on the Gospel of Luke.  Her essay is part tease, part warning label.

‘A young atheist cannot be too careful of his reading,’ C. S. Lewis observed with amusement.  Any 
book on any subject – a book by a writer the young atheist least suspects of apostasy – may abruptly 
and unabashedly reveal its author’s atheist conviction.  It may quote the Bible – that fetish of 
Grandma’s – as if it possessed real authority.  Th e young atheist reels – is he crazy, or is everyone else?

Th is Bible, this ubiquitous, persistent black chunk of a best-seller, is a chink – often the only 
chink – through which winds howl.  It is a singularity, a black hole into which our rich and 
multiple world strays and vanishes.  We crack open its pages at our peril.  Many educated, urbane, 
and fl ourishing experts in every aspect of business, culture, and science have felt pulled by this 
anachronistic, semibarbaric mass of antique laws and fabulous tales from far away; they entered 
its queer, strait gates and were lost.  Eyes open, heads high, in full possession of their critical minds, 
they obeyed the high, inaudible whistle, and let the gates close behind them.

Respectable parents who love their children leave this absolutely respectable book lying about, as a 
possible safeguard against, say, drugs; alas, it is the book that kidnaps the children, and hooks them.

‘But he said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbor?  And Jesus answering said, A certain man went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves… And he said unto him, Who is my 
neighbor?  But a certain Samaritan came where he was, and bound up his wounds, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him.  And he said unto him, Which now, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor to the man who fell among the thieves?  And he said unto him, Who IS my neighbor?  And 
Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves.  
Who IS my neighbor?  Th en said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.’  

Th is and similar fragments of biblical language played in my mind like a record on which the 
needle has stuck, moved at the root of my tongue, and sounded deep in my ears without surcease.  
Who IS my neighbor?

I wish you a blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas.  Enter the story, and let the gates close 
behind you.

In Christ,  Don
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Th e Advent season is fast upon us. Th e 1st Sunday of Advent, December 2nd will have an 
Intergenerational Sunday school. Together we will make a lifesize Advent calendar for all to share. 
As I rifl ed through several old Advent devotionals to inspire this idea, I felt the calm of the season 
and the joy of Christmas Day. I quietly had time to read, think, and refl ect. Now I understand 
this is also a very busy, crazy, and often stressful time of year. If you can “intentionally” fi nd time 
each day, even 5 minutes, to refl ect on the great gift that Our Father in Heaven has given us, you 
too might feel the calm. Each of the 4 Sundays of Advent we have wonderful things going here at 
St John; Dec 9th an Advent concert with glorious music, Dec 16th the Christmas Gospel with the 
children’s message interwoven in the worship service, and  Dec 23rd the Greening of the Church. 
All joyous festivities, join in! 
                                 

 “Peace, Hope, Joy and Love”

SUNDAY SCHOOL DATES

Dec 2nd: Intergenerational Sunday school; potluck brunch; Advent calendar making
              Puppets perform, “Born in a Barn”
               5:30 PM Confi rmation 

Dec 9th: Advent concert and practice for Christmas Gospel
               5:30 PM Youth Event TBD

Dec 16th:  Christmas Gospel reception following
                5:30 PM Confi rmation 

Dec 23rd:  No Classes - are all invited in the Greening of the Sanctuary
              
Classes and Confi rmation resume on January 6th 

THANK YOU

Th anks to all who donated socks to the Veteran’s Sock Drive! We packaged 80 bags with “Th ank 
You” cards. 
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St John's annual "Spread the Bread" event yielded  91 loaves of bread! Loaves  

SPREAD THE BREAD UPDATE

St John’s annual “Spread the Bread” event yielded  91 loaves 
of bread! Loaves  were baked, wrapped, and decorated for 
The Salvation Army of Framingham. Each homemade loaf 
had a personalized Thanksgiving card colored and signed by 
Sunday school classes, Youth Group, and families who par-
ticipated in this event. This is just one way  of sharing our 
many blessings with other. Thanks to all who participated. 

MAYNARD’S TOYS FOR KIDS     
             
Each year St John helps the Maynard Police Department collect new, unwrapped toys 
for local kids.If you feel moved to contribute, that would be wonderful! Toys will be 
collected in the Narthex through December 16th. Th ank you in advance.

PRAYER CARDS AND BIBLES

Youth, Family, & Education has made laminated versions of The Lord's Prayer/ 
The Apostles' Creed to help children and young folks be able to follow along 
and ultimately commit to memory these staples of our Worship service. These 
are a lovely lavender color and can be found in each pew.  We have also placed 
a variety of children's Bibles in the back with the weekly children's bulletins. 
Please feel free to take into the pews for children's enjoyment! 

CONFIRMATION - OCTOBER 28, 2018

Congratulations to the Confirmation Class of 2018! 



Senior Ministry News

Thank You For Your Service
    Ryan Higgins       Scott Griffi n    Victor Osweiler

Miscellaneous News

ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR DECEMBER

On December 18, 2018, the St. John Seniors on the Go Book Club will discuss “Th e Miracle at Speedy Motors” by 
Alexander McCall Smith. 

Mma Ramotswe discovers the biggest miracles in life are often the smallest.  Under the endless skies of 
Botswana, there is always something Mma Ramotswe can do to help someone and here she fi nds herself 
assisting a woman looking for her family. And, at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni has 
come under the infl uence of a doctor promising a miracle cure for his daughter's medical condition. Precious 
Ramotswe handles these things in her usual compassionate and good-natured way.

Join us at the church at 11:00 AM on December 18, 2018 to socialize and stimulate your brain cells. All St. John 
seniors and their guests are welcome whether you are committed or just curious. No need to register in advance, but 
it is suggested that you read the book before you attend. Please contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net or 978-
549-3044 if you have any questions. 

The 2019 Altar Flower Calendar has been posted so that you may pur-
chase flowers for the altar. Please consider donating altar flowers in 
memory or in honor of loved ones.  The cost remains at $35.00.
Sign up on the chart across from the church office.

SENIOR LUNCHEON NEWS BY JOAN NIEMI

Our November Senior Luncheon was held on the 13th. The 52 seniors in attendance enjoyed a turkey dinner with 
all the fi xings – potato, gravy, stuffi ng, squash, green beans, cranberry sauce, and gravy. The meal was supplied by 
Flo’s Catering of Maynard. Valerie Ripley designed pretty and colorful fl oral centerpieces. A delicious Pumpkin 
Spice Dessert on a ginger snap crust formed the base for the pumpkin custard which was topped with whipped 
cream. Our thanks for the delectable dessert go to Suzanne Steinbach and Betty Lewis.

David Polansky provided our entertainment with a varied musical program. He explained the history of many 
songs from the 1920s through the 1950s, and then sang them. His program was well received and enjoyed.

It would be wonderful to have a few more St. John seniors attend this program. We ask our guests to contribute 
$8.00 to partly defray the costs of the lunch and entertainment.

In December, we ask our guests to bring cookies for dessert, while we provide hors d’oeurves. If anyone can help 
with this, please email me at niemi.joan@gmail.com or call 978-793-1040.
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Rachel Florey  Brad Allen    Brian   Bill Moldwin
Richard   Ruth Fields  Jim Heller     Christopher Miller
David Donnelly  June Parker    Brian Young Liisa Colby
Lauren Rico    Rohit Jangi    Fred Ripley     Brennan McGinnis
Rhonda Tibbetts Paul Simeone Raoul Smith    Trish Sarvela Leiva 
Charlotte McNeil Bob Fratto    John Duane  Ken Kanady 
Noel Barry  Ralph Nelson

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:

Save the Date - Christmas Smörgåsbord
Saturday, January 5, 2019   4:00 PM

A cooperative Scandanavian Feast
Three courses of foods as authentic as second and third 
generations of Swedes, Norwegians, and Finns can make!  
Look for more details and sign-up soon...

ADVENT PRAYER ON WEDNESDAYS

Take a break from the cluttered schedule of the holiday season and pause for prayer on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 
pm. We will gather for a simple service of prayer on the fi rst two Wednesdays of the month: December 5 and 12.

GREENING OF THE CHURCH

After the service on Sunday, December 23, all are invited to participate in the ‘Greening of the Church’. Th is is when 
we acknowledge the end of Advent and prepare for our Christmas celebration. Come help to set up and decorate the 
Christmas tree, install the candle holders for the pews, string garland, hang bows and arrange poinsettia plants. A 
simple lunch will be provided.

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS 

As in other years, the nave, narthex and chancel will be adorned with red, pink and white poinsettia plants in 
remembrance or in honor of our loved ones. If you would like to participate, please fi ll out one of the blue pew 
envelopes and include your check for $12 per plant, and then place the envelope in the off ering plate. Participation 
deadline is Sunday, Dec. 16.

ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE

December 2 we join with our Youth Education programs for an Intergenerational Sunday School event.  Th is will 
include a Potluck Brunch.

December 9 is the Advent Concert.  Come listen to the talented musicians of St. John who have prepared some lovely 
Advent music for all to hear.

We have no Education Forum scheduled for December 23rd or 30th.  We start out 2019 on January 6th program on 
‘’Faith beyond Sundays--Witnessing to Each Other.’’  We will discuss growing in Faith, and what we can learn from 
Galatians about what it would be like to be Christians in full.
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Outreach OpportunitiesOutreach Opportunities
OUTREACH MINISTRY DECEMBER UPDATES

Jen Adams, Larry Kivimaki, Nancy Haugsjaa,

Barbara Weiblen, Robin Koskinen, & Ann Kirk

Greetings members of St John! Outreach Ministry is busy with our year end giving and planning for
the months ahead. The list below repesents opportunities to support and engage members of St John
and the community beyond our walls. While we can often feel bombarded and overwhlemed by
mailings at home and requests to give, particularly at this time of year, I ask that you contemplate the
thing(s) that speak to you and give joyously and willingly. Financial and item donations are one way to
give, but giving of your time is equally important. Please remember no one is able to do it all or
obligated to do any, but hopefully at least one thing this season will move you to share your time,
talents, and/or assests with those in need.

SAVE THE DATE: Wed., January 2, 2019 St John provides/hosts the Acton Community Supper.
We will need volunteers, young and old, for various time slots to help out with cooking,
greeting, serving, and cleaning! Can’t help out January 2nd? How about committing to making a
dessert ahead of time to be served that evening? A Sign Up Genius will be coming in December.
Feel free to see Jen Adams, our supper coordinator extraordinaire, for more details.

Opportunities for partnership with the Assabet Valley Boys and Girls Club in Maynard.
The Outreach Committee is once again asking St John members to donate gift cards to the Boys
and Girls Club in Maynard which are distributed by the club to local children and families in
need. This is an annual partnership between our church and the club. The club requests gift
cards for local activities and restaurants so that families can enjoy time together, as well as
cards for gas, Walmart or Target. Cards need to be collected by December 16th for delivery the
week before Christmas. See Nancy Haugsjaa for more details

Prefer to give of your time? Well, St John will be doing some work around the club painting,
cleaning, and embarking on a desk construction/renovation project beginning the week of
November 27, 2018 and trickling through the month of December. Members who are willing to
paint and are handy with a hammer should see Larry Kivimaki for more details.

Other December initiatives: Holiday drives including toys in conjunction with Maynard Police
Dept., annual hat and mitten tree, Concord Prison Outreach gift bags, and Christmas Dinner
Baskets for Maynard food pantry.

Remember to check out the Outreach Bulletin Board on route to Heritage Hall. You will find
updates and information on Outreach opportunities and local organizations our congregation
supports. Please let a member of our ministry team know if you have questions.
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Adult Forum of 
Saint John Lutheran Church
Invites the Congregation to

A Sunday Morning Advent Concert

December 9th, 2018
10:15 AM in the Sanctuary

Soloists and Ensembles of St. John 
performing seasonal music 

as we prepare
for the coming of Christmas
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Bi-month ly  Newsle t te r

ADVENTURES 
 IN MADA 

N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 8

NEW 
FOOD

These delightful little circles of
rice flour are called mofogasy.
I first heard about them when a
Mada alum, Lee, told me they
were his favorite things here....I
understand why. They come
plain or in three flavors:
fromage (cheese), coco
(coconut), & choloat
(chocolate). Any guesses which
one is my favorite?

NEW
FRIEND(S)

This is Pastor Haja & he wears
many hats. He is a pastor,
works at the Printing Press, &
is a very talented musician. He
writes celebratory music for
the church, hymns in the FLM
hymnal, & music for a well
known gospel group. A bonus
fun fact: we were both at the
2012 Youth Gathering in New
Orleans...what a small world!

LEARN
MALAGASY

aka means cat. Lucky for me
ILOFAV has two that live on the
campus...so naturally I have
bribed them to love me & then
decided to name them I named
the charcoal covered white one
Tessie (after the song known
throughout Boston) & the
orange one Simba (after the
Lion King...he's kind of feisty
like Simba).

FAVORITE VIEW
This view is directly out the window of Pastor Hajaaa's office at
the Printing Press where I go to work on Monday & Friday.
Funny enough, it also overlookskk the same lakekk frommy first
newsletter (I guess it really is my favorite view of TaTT na)! I
likekk how I can look at the same lakekk from a new angle & see
a completely new view.ww
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NEW EXPERIENCE
R e f o r m a t i o n  P a r t y !
The Reformation occurred in the 16th century and
began with Martin Luther's 95 theses which
essentially called out the corruption and
demanded a change within the Catholic Church. I
had of course heard of the reformation (after all,
I am a confirmed Lutheran gal) but I have never
celebrated it in the U.S.

The party was slated to start at 10am and the
music started playing through the speakers at
about 8am. However, in typical Malagasy
fashion, people actually started arriving around
1:30pm. I awkwardly took a seat by myself, but
wasn't alone for long. I was THRILLED when 3
ILOFAV residents/students of mine came and sat
with me. I was happy to have people to talk
with before the event started and for the
opportunity to get to know my students a little
better. They told me with pride about the food
their cooking class helped to prepare for that
day and made me promised to try some (it was
absolutely delicious, I was beyond impressed).

We started the event with a small worship led by
Pastor Haja. Then, we heard from some
incredible choirs; I'm not sure what it is about
Malagasy choirs, but I think they create some of
the best sound in the world. I sat with my
students (now friends) listening, dancing, and
clapping along to the music. Then, they
announced it was time for praise karaoke!!!
Anyone who knows me knows that I LOVE
karaoke in any way, shape, or form, so naturally,
I participated and sang Down to the River to
Pray. The event ended with Diamondra's group
getting up to sing one last song which appeared
to be a traditional Malagasy song that was
accompanied by a highlands dance. My friends
were excited to teach it to me and I'm hoping I
have more opportunities to practice it in the
future.

Reformation Day has been my favorite day in
Madagascar so far. The worship was meaningful
and the party was fun, but it was also the first
day that I really started to feel like I was apart
of my community.

KEEPING UP
WITH THE
MADAGASGALS
Thank you for walking on this
journey with me and for your
continued support. I can feel the
strength of your positive vibes and
prayers. I ask that you continue to
send them to all of us as we enter
into the holiday season. I am excited
to spend the holiday's celebrating
and learning some new traditions
with my Malagasy friends, but will
also be thinking of my friends and
family back home.

If you want more of the Madagasgals
(and let's be honest here, who
wouldn't), I encourage you to check
out my blog at:
adventuresinmada.wordpress.com
as well as the blogs of my cohort
listed below!

Turn from evil and do
good; seek peace and

pursue it  
 

~Psalm 34:14~

Madagasgals Blogs:

Arin Liszka:
arinsmadagascaradventure.wordpress.
com

Annika Johnson:
goingoutgoingin1819.wordpress.com

Kasey Shultz:
adventuresofsff pecialk.wordpress.com

Kristen Slaybaugh:
slaybaughkm.wixsite.com

Rachel Peterson:
missionmada.home.blog



Serving in December 2018 
December 2                                    9:00 am Worship            

Altar Guild Carol Leighton, Nancy France 
Ushers Bob & Donna May 

Greeters Carolyn & Larry Sweeney 
Reader Ron Aerni 
Nursery Mary Fuhrer 

Communion Assistants Mildred Cheung,Royce Fuller, Mark Howell, Michal Mueller
Acolyte Max Valentino 

Coffee Hour Hosts  

December 9 
Altar Guild Dianne & Dennis Hultstrom, Sheela Hassan 

Ushers Dave Weber, Jim Gronemeyer 
Greeters Susan, Max and Jill Valentino 

Reader Royce Fuller 
Nursery Amy Handfield 

Communion Assistants Ann Fratto, Dorene Glynn, Al Miller, Barb Weiblen 
Acolyte Ryan Irvin 

Coffee Hour Hosts  

December 16       Christmas Gospel
Altar Guild Larry & Carolyn Sweeney 
Ushers/Greeters Alan & Linda Bascom 
Reader Mark Junghans 
Acolyte Jill Valentino 
Communion Assistants Alyssa Barilone, Michael Barilone, Ella Hatcher, Barb Weiblen 
Nursery Al Miller

December 23 
Altar Guild Elaine McCann, Liz MacDonald 

Ushers The Adams Family 
Greeters Mildred Cheung, Gim Hom 

Reader Nancy Allison 
Nursery Karen LaCure 

Communion Assistants Jen Adams, Mary Fuhrer, Al Miller, Michal Mueller 
Acolyte TBD 

Coffee Hour Hosts  

December 24                    4:30 pm Worship            10:00 pm (Music beginning at 9:45 pm) 

Altar Guild TBD Pat Brown 
Ushers Dianne and Dennis Hultstrom Mildred Cheung, Gim Hom 
Greeters Sandra, Ken, and Cole Scully Albert and Randi Siu 
Reader Mark Howell Mary Fuhrer 
Communion Assistants Matthew Cox, Mitchell Rose, Morgan Rose Pat Brown, Mildred Cheung,  

Karen LaCure, Michal Mueller 
Acolyte/Crucifer Justin and Evan Scully Ellis Jones 
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December 25          10:00 am Worship 

Altar Guild Pastor Larsen 
Ushers/Greeters Bill and Barb Weiblen 
Communion Assist Joan Niemi 
Reader  
Acolyte TBD 

December 30

Altar Guild TBD 
Ushers Royce Fuller, Beverly Guild 

Greeters Nancy France & Michal Mueller 
Reader Mike Misslin 
Nursery No nursery 

Communion Assistants Jen Adams, Royce Fuller, Mark Howell, Joan Niemi 
Acolyte Max Valentino 

Coffee Hour Hosts  

Calling All Families
Youth, Family, & Education in conjunction with Outreach would 
once again like to help some local families have a wonderful 
Christmas Dinner. We are asking you to help us by bringing 1 or 
2 food items. “WE” will help make completed meals!
 

Apples    Oranges    Bag of potatoes
Fresh squash    Bag of fresh carrots-not baby carrots please

Sweet potatoes    3 cans of vegetables    Fruit juice
Packaged rolls    Baked goods for dessert    Stuffi ng

Ham or frozen turkey

THANK YOU in ADVANCE!

Please bring items by Sunday Dec 16th



Christmas at St. John
Friday, December 21
 A Blue Christmas at 7:00 pm

Sunday, December 23
         Fourth Sunday in Advent 9:00 AM

Monday, December 24
 The Eve of the Nativity at 4:30 PM

 The Eve of the Nativity at 10:00 PM

           (special music starts at 9:45 PM)

Tuesday, December 25
 The Nativity of Our Lord 10:00 AM

Sunday, December 30, 2018
The First Sunday after Christmas Day 10:00 AM

St. John Lutheran Church

16 Great Rd

Sudbury, MA 01776

Phone: 978-443-8350

Fax :      978-443-8371
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Visit us on the web!  www.stjohnsudburyma.org

Our Staff

Donald Larsen, Pastor

Karen LaCure RN, Parish Nurse

        Director of Youth and Family

Valerie Ripley, Admin. Assist.

Corey De Tar, Director of Choirs

Bart Dahlstrom, Organist  

Ron Hagopian, Sexton


