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UPCOMING AT ST. JOHN
April 14  7:30 pm - Knitting/Craǻting Group
April 16  9:30 am -Worship
   No Sunday School
   No Confi rmation
April 17   OǱfi ce Closed – Patriot’s Day
   10:00 am – Seniorcise (self-led)
April 18  12:00 pm – Seniors on the Go Potluck
April 19   10:00 am - Seniorcise
   7:30 pm - Council Meeting
April 20  10:30 am - Bible Study
   5:45 pm - Bells
   7:15 pm - Choir
April 21  7:30 pm -Knitting/Craǻting Group
April 23  9:30 am –Worship
   10:45 am – Sunday School
   5:30 pm - Confi rmation
April 24  10:00 am - Seniorcise
April 25  11:00 am - Seniors of the Go Book Group
April 26  10:00 am - Seniorcise
April 27  10:30 am -  Bible Study
   4:00 pm - Seniors of the Go Discussion on 
     Race/Antiracism
   5:45 pm - Bells
   7:15 pm - Choir

April 28  7:30 pm - Knitting/Craǻting
April 30  9:30 am –Worship
   10:45 am – Spring Creation Hike
   5:30 pm - Youth Ministry Collaborative

Login information
https://zoom.us/j/9784438350

Meeting ID: 978 443 8350
(or call in 1-312-626-6799)
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ST. JOHN SENIORS ON THE GO BOOK CLUB FOR 
APRIL 18th AND APRIL 25th

Please join us!!!

ZOOM book club meetings will be on Tuesdays, April 18th and April 25th, 
at 11:00am.

On April 18th we will discuss “Sarah's Key” by Tatiana de Rosnay.

April 25th is a get together to discuss prior books read and new books to 
read.

Any questions, contact Jan Nielsen at jrnielsen@charter.net 
or 978-549-3044.

Next books:

April 18 - “Sarah's Key” by Tatiana de Rosnay
May 16 - “Ȃ e Book Woman of Troublesome Creek” 
  by Kim Michele Richardson
June 20 - “Ȃ e Island of Sea Women” by Lisa See

APRIL 27th at 4:00 PM – ZOOM 
Meeting to Discuss Race, Racism, 
and Antiracism.

Our group meets the second and 
fourth Ȃ ursdays of the month at 
4:00 PM for informal, unstructured 
discussion about books, ideas, and 
experiences touching on race, 
racism, and antiracism.

Please join us!

Any questions, contact Jan Nielsen 
at jrnielsen@charter.net 
or 978-549-3044.



AWKWARD
I’m always fascinated by awkward comments, partly due to my own frequent relationship to them. More, it’s 
because they reveal something about a person’s inner dialogue, anxiety or conǳlict, or misunderstanding of 
a situation’s stakes or mood. 

An example of this is that years ago, I was speaking to my wife’s grandfather, who was looking for 
something sitting almost immediately in front of his face. I handed it to him and said jokingly, “Here it 
is, are you blind?”, to which my mother-in-law replied ǳlatly, “yes, as a matter of fact he is going blind”. 
Stunned, I said, “well at least you can hear”. Again, my mother-in-law said, “he isn’t wearing his hearing 
aids this morning, he may not have heard you”, and at this point he started laughing. Finally I said to him, 
“Jimmy, is there anything else going wrong with you that I can pick on today?”. I was fortunate that this was 
humorous, but it’s not always so simple.

In Sunday’s Gospel reading from John, Ȃ omas is absent when Jesus returns to see the other ten. Ȃ ey tell 
Ȃ omas that Jesus had been there, and Ȃ omas replied that unless he saw the marks of the nails and put 
his fi nger in Jesus’ hand, and saw the spear wound and put his hand in Jesus’ side, then he wouldn’t believe 
them. For this, he’s frequently known as Doubting Ȃ omas. I still fi nd it frustrating that this perfectly 
rational inclination to disbelieve that a dead person had come back to life and walked through the door to 
spend time with everyone when he conveniently wasn’t there gives him such a nickname. Ȃ is is a group of 
guys, and let’s be honest, we’re known for our weird and cruel jokes. 

At the end of the story, Jesus says to Ȃ omas, “do not be doubting, but believing” and goes on to say, ‘blessed 
are those who have not seen yet have still come to believe’.

Ȃ is does raise an interesting point for this age: there’s much we take on faith about the world, existence, 
science, and even our own humanity, regardless of piety. We’ve all heard third hand about things as children 
that we believe farther into adulthood than we’d like to admit. A silly example my friends have been 
throwing around is, “well just look how long everyone believed Pluto was a planet!”. Ȃ ere are more serious 
falsehoods we cling to for far too long, like the idea that it’s time that heals wounds, rather than the 
restorative work done by our own eǱforts to mend the wounds of our hearts. 

“Unless I put my fi nger in the holes” is a specifi cally gnarly request, but it’s not a farfetched request given 
what’s just happened. Ȃ e request seems to linger in the air like day old fi sh when Jesus shows up and allows 
him precisely this. As frequently as Jesus admonishes Peter in the gospels, we don’t hear him admonishing 
the others quite as frequently. Some of it may come down to some rivalry among the disciples, that since 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John weren’t at the center of the narratives in the same way as Peter, it makes 
sense that they’d clearly remember the times Jesus got aǻter Peter. It’s a rather subtle way of putting Peter in 
his place, whether he ever saw these writings or not. Certainly, through the millennia, Peter’s name has 
remained just as precarious as Ȃ omas’. In one breath, Peter confesses faith in Jesus and his virtue is ex-
tolled. In the next, Jesus is saying, “get behind me, Satan!”. 

Awkward.

What I fi nd hopeful is that Jesus didn’t send Peter oǱf packing. He didn’t throw Ȃ omas out of the disciples. 
He didn’t expel disciples for arguing about who the greatest was among them. Jesus corrected their course 
and moved on to the next thing.

Ȃ at’s the thing about these awkward moments: though many of us have a tendency to hold onto the 
embarrassment, most of the people around us barely acknowledge it as a blip. Holding our anxiety and 
embarrassment doesn’t really do anything for us other than to spend energy on things long forgotten by 
those around us. Forgiveness gives a wonderful giǻt: the ability to let go.



Coming to Believe Ȃ omas did changed his mind when he saw what he hoped to see: that Jesus hadn’t leǻt him 
out. “I want to see it for myself, but will he show me, too?” is the question I imagine behind his statements. Ȃ e 
good news for us is that God never disappoints, even if sometimes we feel like we’re leǻt waiting.

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Eric



ACTON FOOD PANTRY DONATION BY LARRY KIVIMAKI

Janet and Walter Sarvela leveraged the community outreach funds of Ȃ rivent to kickoǱf this project, solely 
defi ned and implemented by them.  St. John added to the donations with yet more food.
Ȃ e Acton Pantry has received food donations from St. John for many decades.  It serves about 275 families 
each week from over 50 area communities and coordinates with yet more area pantries to ensure the larger 
area needs are met.

We thank the Sarvelas, Ȃ rivent, and the people of St. John for their generosity on this food drive in ensuring 
that hunger is stopped in its tracks.  Next month and each month thereaǻter we will replenish the food supply 
again!

CURRENT AND CRITICAL NEEDS AT THE ACTON FOOD PANTRY:
Baking mixes (brownie, cake, cookie), Canned chicken, Canned fruit, Canned soups, Dish soap, 
Dried beans (kidney, pinto, etc), Gluten free bread, Individually packaged nut-free kids’ snacks, 

Jarred pasta sauce, Jelly, Laundry soap, Nuts (pecans, pistachios, walnuts, almonds), 
Oatmeal-ǳlavored packets, Protein bars (such as Kind, Luna, Clif, Rx), Sugar













Ȃ anks to those congregation members who donated to the Negro Spirituals Royalties project in March! Your contributions 
were added to the church’s budget item for this program, and we mailed a check for $1222 to the Fisk Jubilee Singers this past 
week. A letter (reproduced below) introduced St. John to the Jubilee Singers and explained the reason for the donation. We’ll 
be focusing on our use of African-American spirituals two more times this year, sending donations to two more organizations 
that educate young Black musicians. Look for an announcement in an upcoming newsletter and in the bulletin. - Jeǰf Fuhrer


